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STATE OF MATHE
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS
AND ELECTION PRACTICES
135 STATE HOUSE §TATION
AUGUETA, MAINE
04333.0135

N  January 23, 2007

Carol Palesky, Treasurer

Maine Taxpaycr Action Network
P.O. Box 454

Topsham, ME 04086

Dear Ms. Paleslcy':

You filed the January Quarterly campaign finance report on 1/22/07 that was due on 1/16/07. A penalty
must be assessed for late reports based on the amount of financial activity conducted during the filing period,
the number of calendar days a report is filed late, and the PAC s filing record. Based on the prescribed statutory
formula, the preliminary determination of the penalty for the late filing of your report is $50. Please refer to the
enclosed penalty matrix for more details on how the penalty 15 computed.

If you have a reason for filing late, you may request the Commission to make a final penalty
determination. Any request for a Cormmission determination must be made within 10 calendar days of receipt
of this notice, beginning on the day you sign for receipt. If this notice has been refused or left unclaimed at the
post office, the 10-day period begins on the day the post office indicates it has given first notice of a certified
letter. Upon receipt of your request for a Commission determination, we will schedule you to appear and will
notify you of the date and time of the next Comiunission meeting. You or a person you designate may then
appear personally before the Commyission or you may send a written statement for the Commission's
cousideration. A statement must be notarized and contain a full explanation of the reason you filed late,
Statements should be sent to the address shown on this letterhead. The Commission will notify you of the
disposition of your case within 10 days after its determination.

Please note that the Commission may waive the penalty in wholc or in part if it determines the failure to
file a timely report was due to mitigating circumstances: “Mit] gating circumstances’ means 1) a valid
emergency of the committee treasurer determined by the Commission, in the interest of the sound
administration of justice, to warrant the waiver of the penalty in whole or in part; 2) an error by the Commission
staff, or 3) other circumstances determined by the Commission that warrant mitigation of the penalty, based
upon relevant evidence presented that a bona fide effort made to file the report in accordance with the statutory
requirements, including, but not limited to, unexplained delays in postal service. '

Sincere)

- Mai Py emeritt™
. PAC Registrar

Bnc.: PAC‘ ‘P'cna].ty Matrix'_& Bi‘llliﬁg Statement

OFFICE LOCATED AT: 242 STATE STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE
WEBSTTE: WWW.MAINEGOV/ETHICS

FPHONE: (207)287-4170 FAX: (207) 287-6775
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COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAT ETHICS AND ELECTION PRACTICES

PENALTY MATRIX FOR LATE POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE REPORT FILINGS

BASIS FOR PENALTIES
21-A MLR.S_A. Section 1062-A

The penalty for filing a required report late 1s 2 percentage of the total contributions or expenditures
for the filing period, whichever is greater, muliiplied by the number of calendar days the reportis
filed late, as follows:

For the first violation, 1%
For the second violation, 3%
For the third and each subsequent violation, 5%

Example: The treasurer files the PACs repart two (2) r_
ealendar days tate. The PAC has not had sny previous
late filings in the past 2 years. The PAC reports a total Your penalty ig calculated a5 fiyllgws:
of 32,500 in contributions and $1,500 in expenditures .
for the filing period. The penalty iz ealoulated as Contributions/Mxpenditures 5 "
follows: —
§2,500 Greater of the amount of tortal contributions Percent presceibed: ' X

received or expendiwres made during the

filing periad. ‘

3
X010 Percent prescribed for first violation
$25.00 One percent of tefal contributions Number of days late: X
X 2 Number of calendar days late ‘ ngb e
; Total penalty accrued: % . -
$50.00 Total penalty Cormmissjon may assess 21 ’—UZ(-J ﬂZT?U il ' ‘\\
— —— —— I —— - e

A penalty begins to acerue at 5:00 p.m. on the day the report is due.
Any penalty of less than $5 is waived.

Violations accumulate on reporis with filing deadlines in a 2-year peniod that begins on January 1st
of each even-numbered year. Waiver of a penalty does not nullify the finding of a violation.

/ than $100 when a person files a late campaign finance report containing no contributions or

& %j:’/j Title 21-A M.R.8.A. Section 1004-A(1) states the Commission may assess a penalty of no more
—
expenditures.

MAXIMUM PENALTIES
21-A ML.R.5.A. Section 1062-A (4)

§10,000 for 6-day pre-election reports, 42-day post-election reports, and 24-Hour reports,
$5,000 for quarterly reports.
Revised 1/06
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Title 21-A, §1062-A, Failure to file on time

The State of Maing claiths a copyright in ity codified statutes, Ifyou intend to republish
this material, we do require that you include the following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to Statutary text ave reverved by the State gf Maine. The text mchuded in this publication reflects chavnges mads through
the Second Regular Session of the 122nd Legislature, and is curvent thragh December 31, 2006, but is subfeet 1o change withowt notice, 1t is &
version that has not been afficially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer 1o the Maine Revised Statues Anvotated and supplemers for certified text.

The Office of the Revisar of Stanttes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Crr goal is not to reatrict
publishing activity, hut to keep tack of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplivation and te prescrve the State's capyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office CANNOT perform research for
or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public.
If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

§1062-A. Failure to file on time

1. Registration. A political action committes required to register under section 1053 that fails to do so in accordance with section
1053 or that fails 1o provide the informatien required by the commission for registration may be assessed a forfeiture of $250.
(1895, o. 483, 831 (new).]

2. Campaign finance reports. A campaign finance report is not timely filed unless a properly sighied copy of the report,
substantially conforming to the disclosure requirements of this subchaptet, is recejved by the commission before 5 p.m. on the date it is
due, Except as provided in subsection 6, the commission shall detertine whether a required report satisfies the regquirernerita for timely
filing. The commission may waive a penalty if it is disproportionate to the level of experience of the person filing the report or to the harm
suffered by the public from the late disclosure. The commission may waive the penalty in whole or in part if the commission determines
the failure to file a timely report was due to mitigating circumstances. For purposes of this section, "mitigating circumstances” means:

A, A valid emergency of the committes treasurer determined by the commission, in the interest of the sound administration of justice,
to warrant the waiver of the penalty in whole or in part; [1995, @, 728, 59 (amd).]

B. An error by the cotnmission staff or (1999, . 728, 59 (amd) . ]

C. Other circumstances determined by the commission that warrant mitigation of the penalty, based upon relevant evidense presented
that a bona fide effort was made to file the teport in accordance with the statutary reguirements, including, but not lithited to,
unexplained delays in postal service, [1999, . “u9 « 59 (new).]

2002, c. 628, Pt. A, 8§49 (amd) .]

3. Basis for penalties. The penalty for late filing of a report required under this subchapter is a percentage of the total contributions
or expenditures for the filing petiod, whichever is greater, multiplied by the number of celendar days late, as follows: :

A. For the first violation, 1%; [1995, c. 483, 5§21 (new).]
B. For the 2nd violation, 3% and (1995, «. 483, 521 (naw).)
C. For the 3rd and subsequent violations, 5%, [1985, c. 48B3, 521 (new).]

Any penalty of less than $5 is waived.

Viplations aceumulate on reports with filing deadtines in a 2-year period that begins on January 1st of each even-numbered calendar year,
Waiver of & penalty does not tllify the finding of a viglation.

A report requited to be filed under thig subchapter that iz sent by certified or tegistered United States mail and postmarked at least 2 days
before the deadline is not subject to penalty,

A required report may be provisionally filed by transmission of a facsimile copy of the duly executed report to the commission, as long as
an otiginal of the same report is received by the commission within 5 calendar days thereafter,
(1995, ©. 483, 521 (new).]

4. Maximum penalties. The maximum penalties under this subchapter are $10,000 for reports required under section 10359,
subsection 2, paragraphs B, C and E and $5,000 for reports required under section 10359, subsection 2, paragraph A,

Text current through December 31, 2008, document created 2006-11-01, page 1,




